
In the early 2000's, Gadi Rimon, an Is-
raeli Defense Force soldier stationed 
outside of Ramallah, was shot by an Ar-
ab terrorist.  

It happened very early in the morning, 
and no one else was awake to hear it. 
Gadi passed out and was bleeding steadi-
ly, his life heading toward a silent end. 

However, another soldier, Shlomo Berg-
man, who was stationed nearby, heard 
the shot and went to investigate. He 
found a fellow Israeli soldier bleeding to 
death. He tried the best he could to stop 
the bleeding and called for help. While 
waiting, he kept applying pressure to the 
wound--literally holding Gadi's life in 
his hands. 

Gadi was taken to the nearest Israeli 
hospital where he underwent emergency 
surgery. Gadi's parents were notified and 
they rushed to the hospital. Imagine the 
fear of the parents who were only told, 
"Your son has been injured and is in the 
hospital undergoing surgery." 

When they arrived the doctor, Rafi Be-
ket, told them that Gadi was shot and 
had needed many units of blood, but will 
recover and be alright. However, had it 
not been for the immediate actions of the 
other soldier, their son would have bled 
to death. 

It was a miracle that the other soldier 
heard what no one else heard, and man-
aged to locate Gadi as quickly as he did. 
The parents wanted to thank that soldier, 
but he had just left the hospital after 
hearing that the soldier he helped would 
survive. 

While recuperating at home, Gadi and 
his parents called the army to find out 
the name of the other soldier so they 
could thank him personally. Unfortu-
nately, that soldier's name was not rec-
orded and although they tried other paths 
of enquiry, they were unable to track 
down who that other soldier was. 

Gadi's mother, Tamar Rimon, knew that 
the important thing of course is that Gadi 
is well, yet she could not help feeling 
that as long as she couldn't meet and 
thank the solider who bravely saved her 
son's life--the entire frightening episode  
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would not be fully over. Not being able 
to express gratitude to the soldier contin-
ued to give her an empty feeling. 

But then she had an idea. 

The couple owned a grocery store in 
Ashdod, so they decided to put up a sign 
in the store, describing what happened, 
figuring that Israel is a small country and 
eventually they might find out who the 
mystery soldier was. 

Nearly a year passed with no response. 
Finally, one morning about a year later, a 
woman customer from out of town no-
ticed, upon exiting, the sign hanging by 
the door of the store.  

Anat Bergman recalled how happy her 
son Shlomo was when he came home 
one Friday night and told them how he 
heard a shot and was able to save anoth-
er soldier's life.  

She went back and told her son's story to 
Tamar Rimon, who was behind the 
counter that morning. The two stories 
matched and the two women fell into 
each other's arms. 

After a few emotional minutes, they de-
cided to try to reach their sons on cell 
phones and see if they could meet at the 
store. Fortunately it turned out that both 
the young men and even the fathers were 
able to all meet there that afternoon. 

The families gathered for an emotional 
'rendezvous'. The soldiers recounted 
army experiences and finally after all 
this time Tamar Rimon could stand up 
and thank Shlomo Bergman for saving 
her son Gadi's life. Or, as she put it,  

 

"You saved my world".  

She looked forward to feeling "comp-
letion" after all this time by thanking the 
soldier. Little did she know that the story 
was hardly complete. 

After the tearful thank you, Anat private-
ly asked Tamar to speak with her out-
side. The two women went out alone, 
whereupon Shlomo's mother startled 
Gadi's mother by asking her, "Look at 
me -- don't you remember me?" 

"No, I'm sorry. Did we meet before? 
When? Where?" 

"Yes, we did," Anat replied. "You see 
there is a particular reason I came into 
your store today. I used to live here, and 
this time although I was just passing by, 
I wanted to give you my business, even 
though I was only buying a few things. I 
just can't believe you are the mother of 
the boy whose life my son saved." 

"What are you talking about?" Gadi's 
mother exclaimed. 

The other woman answered, "Twenty-
two years ago I used to live around here 
and came all the time to buy milk and 
bread. One day you noticed that I looked 
really down and you were very nice and 
asked me why I seemed so down and I 
confided in you.  

"I said that I was going through a very 
difficult time, and on top of that I was 
pregnant and planning on having an 
abortion. 

continued on page three 
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True Labor in Torah 

 

The opening phrase of the Torah, Im 
bechukotai telechu, “If you proceed in My 
statutes,” is interpreted by our Rabbis as 
follows: 

Is the intent the performance of the mitz-
vot? The continuation [of the verse] “and 
are careful to keep My commandments” 
pertains to the mitzvot. What then is the 
intent of “If you proceed in My statutes”? 
That you labor in the study of Torah. 

Postulating that the phrase is referring to 
the study of Torah, however, presents a 
difficulty because of the term bechukotai.  

The root of that term, chok, refers 
to mitzvot whose motivating principle 
transcends understanding. As Rashi states: 
“It is a decree... you have no permission to 
question [the reason for its observance].”  

Torah study, however, involves compre-
hension and understanding, giving man the 
opportunity to intellectually grasp and 
identify with G‑d’s truth. 

 

Engraving 

There is, however, another way of inter-
preting the term bechukotai, seeing it as 
related to the word chakikah, meaning 
“engraving.”  

According to this understanding, the 
implication of referring to Torah study 
with the word bechukotai is that we must 
labor in the study of Torah until the words 
are engraved within us. 

The advantage of engraving over writing is 
not merely that engraved letters are united 
with the surface unto which they are 
carved, for this is also true with regard to 
written letters. Although letters written on 
parchment are not part of the parchment 
itself, they become one with the parch-
ment. 

Instead, the advantage of engraving is that 
the letters are not an independent entity. 
Their existence cannot be separated from 
the object onto which they have been 
engraved; the two form one integral whole. 

 

Entire Existence is Torah 

This is the lesson the term bechu-
kotai communicates with regard to the 
study of Torah. The intent is not merely 
that a Jew who studies the Torah should be 
united with the subject matter. Instead, the 
phrase teaches that a person must engrave 
the Torah he studies within his very being.  

Studying in a manner resembling writing 
— in which two separate entities come 
together — is not sufficient. Instead, one 
must study in a manner that resembles 
engraving; the student ceases to see him 

self as an independent entity, rather, his 
entire existence is the Torah. 

 

Moshe’s Example 

This approach was exemplified by Moshe 
our teacher, the first recipient of the Torah.  

His bittul, self-nullification, was so great 
that he identified totally with G‑dliness, 
saying “I will grant grass....” The word “I” 
refers to G‑d, and yet it was uttered by 
Moshe because “the Divine Presence 
spoke from his throat.”  

Every person can, in microcosm, bring 
about that degree of identification with 
G‑dliness through Torah study.  

When he understands a Torah concept, he 
can appreciate how his mind has become 
one with the G‑dly idea that he is studying. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the Rebbe 
from Keeping in Touch, reprinted with 
permission from Sichos in English.  From 
our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 
from www.LchaimWeekly.org - LYO / NYC  

And you shall eat your bread to the full, 
and you shall dwell in safety in your land 
(Lev. 26:5)  

Economic hardship causes strife among 
brothers. Unethical competition in busi-
ness leads one to snatch a crust of bread 
from another's mouth.  

G-d therefore promised that all Jews will 
have enough to eat, they will "dwell in 
safety in the land," and peace will reign.  

(Arono Shel Yosef)  

 

 

If you will walk in My statutes, and keep 
My commandments and do them 
(Leviticus 26:3)  

As Rashi, the foremost Torah commenta-
tor explains, this refers to the mitzva of 
learning Torah.  

For the more Torah knowledge one ac-
quires, the easier it is to observe the com-
mandments, as Torah study itself saves a 
person from the Evil Inclination.  

(Melo HaOmer)  

 

I will then remember My covenant with 
Jacob, and also My covenant with Isaac, 
and also My covenant with Abraham will 
I remember (Leviticus 26:42)  

Why are the Patriarchs listed in reverse 
chronological order in this verse? In gen-
eral, this entire portion of the Torah re-
lates to the future of the Jewish people, 
and alludes to the order of service of G-d 
until the coming of Moshiach:  

The first period in our history was charac-
terized by Torah (symbolized by Jacob, 
the pillar of Torah study).  

The second period, when the Holy Tem-
ple was in existence, was characterized 
by avoda (literally service). After the 
Temple was destroyed, however, prayer 
came to take the place of our offerings, 
symbolized by Isaac.  

The third period prior to Moshiach's arri-
val is characterized by good deeds 
(emphasized by the Baal Shem Tov), 
symbolized by Abraham, the epitome of 
doing good for one's fellow Jew. For it is 
in the merit of good deeds that we will 
ultimately merit the Final Redemption.  

(Rabbi Bentzion of Bobov)  

A Deeper Connection 

 

My name is Avraham Maimon, I’m the 
brother of Yair Maimon, the hero from 
Tekoa who killed the terrorist who tried 
to break into his house yesterday. 

Here is another side to the story: Yester-
day evening, my mother was sitting in 
her home in Kiryat Arba, when she be-
gan to feel an overwhelming distress in 
her heart. Although she was tired and 
exhausted from a Shabbat where she 
hosted all her children, she felt that 
something big was about to happen.  

In a spur-of-the-moment decision, she 
walked down to the Cave of the Patri-
archs, the tombs of our fathers and 
mothers, and began to weep and pray; 
although she did not know for what.   

In those same very moments, Yair and 
his wife spontaneously decided to go 
out for tea on the balcony of their house, 
and you know what happened next.  

When I first called my mother to tell her 
what was going on, she just replied, “I 
know something happened. Just tell me 
everyone is okay.”   

There is a hidden world that we do not 
see: a connection between mother and 
son; a connection between the fathers 
and mothers of our nation to us, their 
children; a connection between Hebron 
and Gush Etzion; a connection between 
prayer and reality.   



 

The Rebbe Rashab was sitting amongst a 
gathering of Rabbis and was invited to 
speak. While he was speaking he said, 
"the Talmud says in Baba Batra," and 
quoted a teaching from the Sages. A Rab-
bi in the audience spoke up and pointed 
out the page wherein the teaching is quot-
ed. The Rebbe replied: the Torah was not 
given for this reason - in order that people 
will be able to demonstrate that they know 
the exact page...  

Nourishment for the Soul  

Chassidus explains that the Torah, which 
is called nourishment for the soul, is com-
pared to bread. Bread which is not baked 
well will not be properly digested. When 
the Torah is baked in the fire of love, that 
is to say, when a person learns Torah from 
a will and desire to unite with Hashem, 
the Torah will be absorbed in the person.  

Chassidus puts great emphasis on the love 
and awe of Hashem that should accompa-
ny Torah learning. It is explained in the 
Zohar that Torah and the Holy One, 
blessed be he, are truly one. When a Jew 
learns and understands Hashem’s Torah, 
he is united with Hashem himself.  

Chassidus also explains that Torah-study 
every day is crucial to life itself. This ap-
plies not only to the soul of the one study-
ing but also to the souls of his family. For 
then (through Torah-study), the atmos-
phere of the home becomes an atmos-
phere of Torah and piety. (HaYom Yom)  

Learning Chassidus  

Chassidus is not something to only learn  

after one has mastered the Gemara with 
its many commentaries. It is not even 
something to only learn after one has 
spent a year in yeshiva learning the 
"basics". Chassidus is something to be 
learned from the very beginning! Chassi-
dus puts life into one's Torah learning.  

In fact, not only can Chassidus give added 
enthusiasm to all of one's Torah learning, 
but it can, in and of itself, elevate one to 
the heights of holiness. Once, the Rebbe 
Rashab came out of his room and said to 
one of his close Chassidim, “I was just 
now in Gan Eden for three hours.” He 
then explained, “When one learns Chassi-
dus in depth – he dwells in Gan Eden.”  

Learning with Love and Awe  

The Baal Shem Tov once came to a Beit 
HaMedrash and stood by the door. He did 
not want to go inside because, he said, the 
place was so filled with prayers and Torah 
learning. Those standing by were filled 
with wonder, and replied that the opposite 
should be the case. In a house so holy that 
it is filled with Torah and prayers it 
should be even more fitting to enter.  

The Baal Shem Tov answered that the 
room is filled with Torah and prayers be-
cause they are not being performed with 
fear and love of G-d. Therefore, they do 
not rise up to heaven, but remain below. If 
there would be fear and love of HaShem, 
as is proper, the prayers and Torah learn-
ing would rise up to heaven and none 
would remain below. Then this holy 
house would be empty and there would be 
room to enter.  

 

Within Sight  

While the darkness of earlier periods demanded less effort, the darkness of our days -- 
the generation which can hear the footsteps of Moshiach -- is growing deeper and  
denser. For the sublime and evasive sparks that still await retrieval can be redeemed 
only by the redoubled exertions that redoubled darkness elicits.  

Indeed, the all-pervasive darkness is a reassurance that the last traces of these sparks 
are now being rescued from the clutches of the forces of impurity.  

The end of our generation's task is already within sight.  

 

based on the teachings of the Rebbe, From Exile to Redemption, reprinted with per-
mission from Sichos in English  

Learning Torah with Life!  

A Son for a Son 

 

continued from page one: 

"As soon as I said "abortion" you called 
your husband over and the two of you 
seemed to forget about your own store 
and business.  

"You just sat down and patiently lis-
tened to me. I still remember clearly 
what you said. 

"You told me that it is true that I was 
going through a hard time but some-
times the good things in life come 
through difficulty, and the best things 
come through the biggest difficulties. 

"You spoke of the joy of being a mother 
and that the most beautiful word to hear 
in the Hebrew language is ”Ima” (Mom-
my) when spoken by one's child.  

"You both spoke and spoke until I was 
convinced that I really should have this 
baby. So you see, G-d paid you back!" 

Tamar's eyes opened wide. Anat contin-
ued. 

"I had a boy twenty-one years ago that 
you saved by telling me to think twice 
before doing the abortion."  

With happy tears she declared, "My 
beloved Shlomo wouldn't have been 
alive if not for you. And lo, he was the 
one who grew up to save your precious 
Gadi's life!" 

 
Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from 
friendsofefrat.org, the website of a won-
derful organization, EFRAT, that dedi-
catedly (and non-violently!) works to 
prevent abortions by Jewish mothers in 
Israel, through counseling and financial 
incentives.  This website is no longer 
functional, however, the new, much 
more professional site, has 16 very short 
but worthy stories. 

  

Rabbi Tilles of Tsfat, is a co-founder of 
ASCENT. His email list for stories is in 
its 25th year. To join the list a/o his 
WhatsApp group for Saturday night  
Audio, Video and Zoom stories, go to 
AscentOfSafed.com or WhatsApp +972-
526-770-137.   



 

Shechita During War 

Despite the harsh reality and challeng-
ing logistics, Ukrainian Rabbis have 
carried out kosher shechita of poultry 
and meat, ensuring that the country’s 
remaining large Jewish population 
will be able to continue consuming 
strictly kosher food at a low price. 

Tens of thousands of Jewish refugees 
have fled to Israel and various coun-
tries. However, many more Jews re-
main behind in the country, for vari-

ous reasons, and are unable to leave. 
In the Jewish communities across the 
land, many efforts are being made to 
continue to care for them. 

A small staff from the Kashrut Com-
mittee in Ukraine ‘UK’, directed by 
Rabbi Pinchas Wishetzky, is carrying 
out their mission despite the danger in 
a factory in Kremenchuk, located next 
to the city of Kharkiv, and also at the 
cattle factory in the town of Ternopil. 

“Conducting kosher shechita during 
these turbulent days involves enor-
mous effort and even life-risking dedi-
cation,” concluded the head of the 
team Rabbi Yehoshua Wishetzky. 
“We have experienced great miracles 
throughout this special operation 
aimed at enabling Ukrainian Jews to 
obtain kosher meat with ease, despite 
the difficult situation.” 

Reprinted from Chabadinfo.com 

Halacha Corner – Does a trampoline need a fence?  

There is a mitzva from the Torah to erect a fence (maakeh) around a roof on 
one’s property—owned or rented, to prevent people from falling. The fence 
must be at least 10 tefachim and be sturdy enough to support the weight of a 
person leaning on it. The Alter Rebbe writes that the roofs of houses in his 
time did not require a maakeh since people didn’t use them. The door leading 
to a roof that isn’t generally used and does not have a maakeh must be se-
curely locked.  Roofs that are used are obligated today as well.   

In addition to the mitzva of maakeh, there is a lav, biblical prohibition, not to 
allow danger in one’s home. Thus, any potentially harmful element on his 
property that can lead to fatal consequences must be removed or taken care 
of to ensure it doesn’t cause any harm. However, a blessing is not recited on 
these measures which are taken to avoid a prohibition. Poskim debate the 
status of a staircase and the roof of a nondwelling structure (e.g. shul or stor-
age) that is used.  Some hold that it is obligated by maakeh and a bracha is 
recited, while others hold it is merely preventive and a bracha is not needed.  

Common examples where the lav applies include: • A pool must be properly 
covered or gated. • Sharp tools, knives or toxic substances mustn’t be left 
accessible to young children. • The top bunk of a bunk bed should have rail-
ing sufficient to prevent the particular sleeper from falling. • Windows 
should be properly gated to prevent children who sit or stand on the window-
sill from falling out. • A trampoline must be properly fenced to protect those 
jumping on it even if it isn’t ten tefachim high.  

Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin, reprinted from The Weekly Farbrengen by 
Merkaz Anash, on-line at TheWeeklyFarbrengen.com  

Cooking Tip of the Week  

Matzo Balls Knaidlach:  Beat 4 
eggs with 1/4 cup of your favorite 
oil, 1/4 cup vegetable or chicken 
soup, and 1 cup matzo meal (spelt 
is available). Add nutmeg, salt, 
pepper and ginger to taste. Mix and 
refrigerate overnight (or at least for 
a few hours). Boil water in a large 
pot. Add salt and form mixture into 
balls. Drop them in the water. 
When they float they are done.   

Alizah Hochstead, 
alizahh@hotmail.com  

Question:   My wife hardly ever turns off the 
air conditioner or lights when she leaves a room.  
If I say something, she gets upset and says I am 
cheap.  She knows how much money we make, 
how much we have to spend, but she doesn’t 
change.  A couple days ago our air conditioning 
system broke and I told her I wasn’t fixing it but 
was getting fans for the house.  Now, she hasn’t 
spoken to me for two days.  What do you think I 
should do?   

Answer:   I am sure that many of our readers 
can empathize with your concern about home 
finances as the price of many basic living ex-
penses continues to rise.    

|But, let’s look a bit deeper into the dynamics of 
the conflict.  For starters:  what is your goal?  
From your letter, it appears that your goal is to 
decrease the electric bill, thereby decreasing 
your household expenses. Additionally, it ap-
pears you would like relief from  frustration and 
for your wife to speak with you again. 

Once a person know what he or she wants to 
achieve, they can evaluate whether their ap-
proach is leading to a positive outcome.  From 
what you wrote, the electric bill remains high, 
you are continuously frustrated and there is a 
lack of shalom bayit.  Thus, it would see that a 
new approach is necessary. 

The fact that your wife calls you cheap and re-
fuses help with the electricity, leads one to won-
der if there is more going on than the electricity.    
Perhaps she feels her needs are not being met; 
that there is never enough money for things that 
are important to her? 

For the next six months, experiment with a new 
approach.  Buy you wife a gift each month - it 
doesn’t have to be extravagant, but something 
that you know she wants.  Take her out at least 
once every two weeks.   Make sure there is mon-
ey in the budget for things she may want - i.e. 
new clothing, household items, etc.  Make her 
feel that she is your first priority.   

A husband may respond, “I would love to give 
my wife all these things, but we barely get buy 
covering basic expenses.”  That might be rea-
sonable to the husband, but is it alright with the 
wife? Is a new dress from time to time any less 
important than paying arnona?   

Regarding the electric bill, as your shalom bayit 
improves, that issue will become less and less of 
a problem.  As the Rebbe writes:  The Mish-
na rules that “Peace is the vessel that holds and 
sustains G‑d’s blessing. Within the various types 
of peace, shalom bayit is one of the greatest of 
all.  

Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual counse-
ling; coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com 


